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LEYS FARM JUNIOR SCHOOL 

GEOGRAPHY VOCABULARY PROGRESSION 

Geography Pre-KS2  
(KS1) 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Skills and Fieldwork 

 atlas  
key  
compass point  
symbol  
direction 
scale  
North, South, East, West 
weekend  
Environment 
surroundings  
left  
right  
Country 
Contour 
Similarity 
difference 

Atlas 
Globe 
Grid 
Reference 
North East 
South East 
South West 
North West2 
Area 
Contour 
Population 
Yorkshire and the Humber 
 

Sort 
Classify 
Property 
 

 NNE ENE ESE etc 
 

 Vocabulary for Location 

Europe 
Africa 
Asia 
North and South America 
Antarctica 
Pacific 
Atlantic 
Indian 
Oceania 

Yorkshire and the Humber 
West Midlands 
East midlands 
East Anglia 
(Greater) London 
Orkney 
Shetland 
Hebrides 
Archipelago 

Time zone 
Federation 
Union 
Autonomy 
Sovereign 
State 
Province 
Name and locate European 
countries and capitals 

Latitude 
Longitude 
Equator 
Northern and southern 
hemisphere 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

Name and locate 
countries/cities on other 
continents that might have 
been in the news. 
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Australasia 
Eurasia 
North and South Atlantic 
English Channel 
North Sea 
Irish Sea 
Celtic Sea 
Arctic 
Antarctic 
England 
Edinburgh 
Cardiff 
Belfast 
 

Authority  
Tropics/tropical 
Council 
Government 
Borough 
District 
Administration 
Municipality 
Arctic circle 
Antarctic circle 
 
 

Name and locate Russia, St 
Petersburg, Moscow, 
Name and locate (with their 
capitals) Canada, USA (also 
New York, San Francisco, LA), 
Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, 
Panama, 
identify location of China, 
Japan, Australia, India, 
Pakistan, Israel, Egypt, 
Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa 
 

Countries and capitals of the 
Americas 
 

 Vocabulary for Place Knowledge 

  Region 
Case study 
Contrast 
compare 

Trend Erosion  

 Vocabulary for Human Geography 

Factory 
Farm 
House 
Shop 
Journey 
Weekend 
Abroad 
Capital 
Office 
Port 
Harbour 
Channel 
Estuary 

Settlement 
Locality 
Community 
Culture 
Energy 
Renewable 
Minerals 
Function 
(inter)national Cana 
waterway 

Economic activity 
Trade links 
Land use 
Finance 
Retail 
Municipal 
Industrial 
Employment 
Infrastructure 
Arable 
Pastoral 
Mixed farming 
Carrying 

Distribution  Economy, zone/sphere of 
influence, demographic 
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bay Capacity 
Statistics 
contiguous 

 Vocabulary for Physical Geography 

 Vegetation 
Seasonal 
Daily 
Poles 
Equator 
Temperatures 
Thermometer 
Beach 
Cliff 
Hill 
Coast 
Mountain 
River 
Valley 
Soil 
Sea 
Ocean 
Continent 
Month 
Year 
Season 
Weather 
Hot  
Cold 
Rain 
Gauge 
Wind sock/vane 

Rivers 
Mountains 
Natural resources 
Characteristic 
Climate zones 
Vegetation belts 
Forest 
Grassland 
Tundra 
Desert 
Ice sheet 
Climate 
Soil 
Tropical 
temperate 

Volcano 
Earthquake 
Epicentre 
Zenith 
Focus 
Tectonic 
Biome 
Vegetation 
Region 
Dominant 
Environmental 
Anemometer 
barometer 
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